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We begin this UPDATE with a letter from UIDN and Woodstock Immigrant Support; it appeared recently in Hudson Valley One. 

 

URGENCY OF NOW FOR LOCAL IMMIGRANTS 
 
If you are an immigrant living and working in Ulster County any or all of these might apply to you: 
 

• You fled your country of origin because of political, gang, or sexual violence, kidnapping and extortion, 
environmental devastation, and/or economic injustice. 
 

• Although seeking asylum in the U.S. and working legally, if you lose your job, you cannot get 
unemployment or most other state or federal benefits. 
 

• While waiting for a ruling on your immigration status, you must work ‘off the books’ and may be easily 
exploited. 

 

• When you got COVID, instead of giving you paid or unpaid time off, your boss fired you. 
 

• People sometimes shout racist insults, telling you to go back to a country they know nothing about. 
 

• You might lose your apartment when New York State’s eviction moratorium is lifted in January. 
 

• A developer is buying up houses in your neighborhood planning to replace them with luxury apartments. 
 

• Your child was born with a preventable health problem because you had no access to prenatal care. 
 

• You work 70 hours a week but childcare costs mean you cannot afford to properly feed your family. 
 
Covid worsened many immigrant families’ financial situations. A groundbreaking program in New York State, the 
Excluded Workers Fund (EWF), provided up to $15,600 each to thousands of immigrants without whose work our 
economy would falter. The Fund was quickly exhausted, with the lion’s share of the money going to New York City 
residents. Most Ulster County immigrants received no money from the Fund. 
 
Even as we get back to work, the urgent needs of many Ulster County immigrants will worsen this year. Take, for 
example, the situation in Kingston. The National Association of Realtors reports that from 2020 to the second 
quarter of this year, Kingston had a 22.5 percent increase in the median price of homes. Low-income renters are 
being forced out, with the immigrant community disproportionately affected. 
 
Many of us are appalled by the increasing cruelty and injustice of this moment in our national history, but none 
suffer from the country’s grave inequities more directly than our immigrant neighbors. As Giving Tuesday 
approaches on November 30, there is much to be done to improve the lives of immigrants whose work and 
culture we all benefit from. 
 
First, donate what you can to Hudson Valley nonprofits that serve those who our government has failed. Second, 
pursue a volunteer opportunity with these organizations. Third, contact your state legislators; encourage them to 
press their colleagues and the governor to reopen the Excluded Workers Fund. 
 
Don’t let this year be the one in which Ulster County immigrants experience record levels of homelessness and 
violence.



KEEPING SHELTERED AND WARM 

 

Housing scarcity remains a problem in nearly all communities, especially for immigrants. In 
Ulster County, a hot market has encouraged landlords to boost rental rates and even sell their 
rented properties for conversion to higher cost properties. At the same time, Covid-related 
unemployment has made full and timely rent payment impossible for many over significant 
stretches of time.  
 
New York State’s eviction moratorium prevents wholesale evictions through January, but 
tenants prefer to stay under the radar rather than challenge an illegal eviction and often feel 
pressured to move out while they can still find a new location. In the immigrant community, 
many people have been forced to move in with others and share the costs.  
 
There remain many households that cannot make up unpaid rent from earlier in the pandemic. 
And few immigrant families have been eligible for federal rental relief.  
 
UIDN continues to help. In November alone, 63 households were supported with partial or (in 
about a third of the cases) full rent and utilities assistance. This represented a continuation of 
the past months’ level of need. We do not anticipate any lessening of the need over the coming 
months. When the eviction moratorium ends, the needs may indeed grow. 
 

TAKING ON THE BIGGER SOCIAL ISSUES IN KINGSTON 
 
The City of Kingston, with $17.3 million from the American Rescue Plan Act, has been holding 
stake holder meetings to assess needs and plan for using the funds. On November 19, UIDN was 
one of several nonprofits invited to meet with a city representative. UIDN stressed the need for 
affordable housing. Others at the meeting also voiced concerns about housing, as well public 
safety needs, affordable childcare, and a need for occupational skills training. We have not 
heard yet what spending priorities the city will set. 
 

THE PANTRY CONTINUES… 
 
Wednesday late afternoons at Holy Cross Church, the UIDN free food pantry continues to draw 
about 120 shoppers each week. But many families do not come every week, so the total 
number of households helped may be closer to twice that number. The items distributed vary 
with the season and many goods are provided as donations by local farms during their growing 
seasons. The pantry does not provide a full array of nutritional needs, but it does enable 
shoppers to make their incomes stretch further when they shop at regular stores. 
 
Weekly gatherings at the pantry continue to be a good time to interact and learn about needs 
for other goods, such as simple furnishings for apartments, especially for new arrivals in the 
community. We do get in-kind donations of usable furniture but could use some volunteer time 
from people with small pickup trucks, and others who can help move the materials to their new 
homes. If you would like to help, please contact Leslie Gallagher,  lilacless2@yahoo.com. 
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As the calendar enters the holiday season, we have heard rumors from several other non-profit 
supporters of UIDN that Santa’s helpers may be paying a visit to the scene of the pantry soon. 
We’ll let you know next month how that turns out. 
 

THE DOCUMENTATION DRAMA RESUMES 

 
 Most Americans are descendants of immigrants who were “undocumented.” For much of our 
history, the US welcomed and even solicited immigration to meet economic needs for labor. 
The current system of documentation was put in place more recently to regulate the entry and 
activities of people wanting to move to the U.S. Under this system, a small proportion of 
immigrants receive green cards or temporary visas, enabling legitimacy when they seek a job or 
other normal pursuits.  
 
For the rest, “undocumented” status means exclusion from many of the protections accorded 
workers and residents. They can be deported without further cause unless they can establish 
before a court that they are seeking asylum from threats to their human rights in their country 
of origin. Asylum is a right guaranteed by treaties that bind the US, but our procedures for 
establishing this status are arduous and expensive. A part of UIDN’s work is helping immigrants 
pursue their claims and fend off deportation by meeting reporting requirements. 
 
Despite the negative connotation attached to the label “undocumented,” and despite the risk 
that any undocumented person might be deported with little recourse, most undocumented 
workers and their families are left in place as a labor force without the protections supposedly 
guaranteed by labor laws to ensure safety, fair compensation, and the right to organize. That is 
a profitable arrangement for employers and a major reason political promises of a path to 
citizenship are not fulfilled even for the Dreamers brought to the U.S. as very young children. 
 
UIDN, of course, has no way to change all of this. But we have been able to assist protect many 
immigrants in Ulster County from deportation by helping them meet the immigration court’s 
reporting requirements of immigration courts they pursue their efforts to remain here legally. 
For many months during Covid, the courts were closed. They have recently reopened and UIDN 
helps about 25 families a month travel to meetings with lawyers as well as check-ins and 
hearings in the city. We also have helped some to find lawyers.  
 
In many ways the federal system of managing the undocumented has changed little with a new 
administration. Still, they have tried to make processing more efficient. There also seems to be 
a new willingness to act more quickly on asylum claims. Our friends are still undocumented, but 
federal prosecutors may leave them to continue their law-abiding lives for the time being. 
Prosecutors have also been willing to grant special juvenile immigration status to those under 
21 who have been separated from one or both parents, protecting them from deportation. 
 
The most recent asylum seekers have not been so fortunate. Seventy thousand of them have 
been returned to harrowing conditions in refugee camps in Mexico where a federal court has 
ruled they should remain until their complex applications for asylum have been litigated. 



 
SCHOOL OUTREACH 
 
As we prepare this UPDATE, Covid cases are dramatically increasing in Ulster County. As school 
districts struggle to recover from the disruptions of the past year, new challenges from the 
pandemic may loom ahead. A dedicated group of UIDN volunteers continue to partner with 
immigrant students to help them master their schoolwork in a new language – English. Fifteen 
such pairings are still underway in New Paltz and others are at work in Kingston schools.  
 
Teachers who specialize in teaching English as a new language (ENL) have been welcoming and 
appreciative of UIDN tutors. We are determined to keep finding ways to grow this work while 
keeping all parties safe from infection. 
 

HELP FOR THE HELPLINE 

 
The key link between UIDN’s supporters and our immigrant friends is the Helpline, a dedicated 
phoneline advertised in the community. It is staffed by volunteers fluent in both English and 
Spanish who can refer callers to all kinds of assistance. Helpline calls are increasing and that 
means more volunteers are needed. Volunteers pick times that work for them and answer from 
their own phones. If you are bilingual and would like to explore this possibility, please contact 
Debi Duke, debiduke22@gmail.com. 
 

AND FINALLY… 
 
UIDN operates almost entirely with volunteer labor. All the grants and donations received have 
been expended on needed services for our immigrant friends. But as we approach the end of 
our fifth year, requests for help continue to grow. We have been building up a caseload, and we 
need to expand our capacity for case management. 
 
A timely grant has enabled us to define a new paid half-time administrative assistant position to 
help keep us on track. We wanted someone who would have a practical grasp of the different 
projects we pursue and skills in case management.  
 
We also wanted someone fluent in Spanish and English with experience in human services and 
has close ties to the immigrant community. After a wide-ranging two-month search, we are 
happy to announce that our new administrative assistant meets all these criteria. Daniel 
Woodham will start the week of December 6. He is a long-time resident of Ulster County, a 
volunteer with UIDN, and lived in Guatemala. He shares UIDN’s commitment to increase the 
participation of people from the immigrant community as volunteers, paid staff, and leaders. 

 

Thanks for reading. We will be back at the end of the year. 
   


