
UIDN UPDATE, AUGUST 2021 
 
Summer is still with us, but signs of Fall are showing up. Covid is still with us too, and it’s not the 
only challenge hanging on as the seasons pass. For many of our immigrant friends, the 
uncertainties of income, housing and legal documentation persist as they prepare their children 
for another year of school – hopefully safe, in-person and effective. 
 
UIDN, too, is preparing for what lies ahead, having come through a busy and productive 
summer, thanks to our many volunteers and donors. Here is a summary of what we’ve been 
doing, and what we anticipate as September begins. 
 

HOUSING, SI! EVICTION, NO! 
 
We continue to help immigrant families that are hard-pressed to meet rising rent and monthly 
utility bills. For the moment, we are staying ahead of the requests, thanks to generous grants 
earmarked for rent and utilities.  
 
But many other families that have fallen behind are facing potential homelessness once the 
moratorium on evictions is finally lifted. They have a backlog of unpaid rent from the period 
when Covid forced them out of work. And, as undocumented immigrants, they were ineligible 
for most kinds of governmental unemployment help.  
 
The good news is that Congress created substantial federal rental assistance many months 
ago, as well as several new tax credits. The bad news is that most states, including NY, have 
been very slow to make the rent relief funds available to landlords and renters: less than 10% 
has been distributed to date. And of course, many of our friends are not eligible for the federal 
aid. 
 
But there is also more good news: UIDN joined with many other groups supporting a successful 
campaign in NY to create an Excluded Workers Fund. It covers workers ineligible for federal aid. 
Even that new aid, however, requires an application. Community advocates have been 
negotiating with state agencies to keep the application process simple, while also developing 
information and workshops to help folks apply. Our friends will need such help.  
 
The first local application clinic for Excluded Workers Fund aid will be held from 3 to 8 p.m., 
September 9 at the office of Catholic Charities, 6 Adams St. in Kingston. Interested parties must 
call for an appointment to 1-800-724-7020, ext. 2007 or via WhatsApp to 203-987-1700 
 
Just as things seem to be moving ahead, the threat of mass evictions resurfaced – a threat to 
many more than our immigrant friends. Real estate interests in several states challenged the 
legality of the federal moratorium, and the conservative majority on the Supreme Court quickly 
supported them.  
 



Now, however, Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York legislature in a special session have 
extended the state’s moratorium through January 15, 2022. That helps, but it doesn’t pay the 
backlog of unpaid rent for workers who lost employment and were excluded from most Covid-
related assistance. Nor does it defuse the ongoing explosion in housing costs.  
 
A new movement has arisen to help here, especially if major rent increases prevent tenants 
from paying their bills. State and local legislators will soon be considering bills to limit eviction 
to cases of “good cause” only. That would prevent eviction when commercial landlords 
demand excessive rent increases unrelated to their real costs. 
 
All this turmoil keeps our volunteers busy staying up to date on the latest threats and 
opportunities and finding ways to get that information to our friends to help keep them safe in 
their homes. For example, getting an Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) from the 
federal government for tax filing, can speed the path to Excluded Worker funds. Our Helpline, 
office staff and housing volunteers help get that information out to our friends. 
 

WEEKLY PANTRY, PLUS… 
 
Our Household Support team has continued the weekly free food pantry in the parking lot of 
Kingston’s Holy Cross/Santa Cruz Church, Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m. Grants and donations 
support distribution of a limited selection of basic foods as well as household consumable 
goods. One Wednesday in late August, we welcomed shoppers from 140 families. The next 
week saw 150, with a drop-off September 1, when the pantry was indoors to avoid the heavy 
rain. Attendance also varies with economic trends (for example, the ending of some seasonal 
employment increases need). New arrivals from the border and growing awareness of the 
pantry event within the immigrant community have also boosted attendance. 
 
For the few weekly hours of the pantry, the parking lot functions as a small village. It is a good 
place to distribute information on how to apply for state and federal benefits. Once a month, a 
table is staffed by Institute for Family Health to offer information and assistance. Another 
regional non-profit, Maternal/Infant Services Network (MISN) has begun to table each week to 
help a growing number of young moms and children.  
 
The community garden created at Holy Cross this year, with help from the Kingston YMCA Farm 
Project, has been a productive venture for several children from the immigrant community. 
Veggies are being harvested for the pantry and plans are in the works to expand next year. 
 
The weekly event has also been a place to learn of residents’ needs to change housing or 
furnish new locations. Donated lightly used furniture is greatly needed for individuals and 
families in spatially limited, unfurnished rentals. Leslie Gallagher coordinates the matching of 
needs, the search for donations, and the mobilization of volunteers who can help deliver the 
furnishings. Items sought include single and double beds (nothing larger), bassinets (not cribs), 
baby strollers, small tables, bureaus, and chairs. Volunteer movers with a pick-up truck are 
especially needed.  

https://institute.org/
https://misn-ny.org/
https://www.kingstonymcafarmproject.org/
https://www.kingstonymcafarmproject.org/


Volunteers working in shifts make the food pantry possible. The earliest shifts start at noon; the 
last one ends at 7 p.m., when they make it all disappear until next week. 
 
 If you would like to:  
 

• volunteer at the market  

• volunteer to deliver furniture  

• donate household goods for distribution  
 
Please call Leslie Gallagher at 845-901-0215 or email her at: lilacless2@yahoo.com. 
 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL, FINGERS CROSSED 
 
Public schools have been contending with Covid for a year and a half by now. Though the fever 
is still circulating, most districts have resolved to return (primarily) to in-person learning in the 
school buildings, with necessary precautions in place. Remote learning will not be missed. For 
children learning English as a new language, remote learning was especially challenging because 
it reduced the opportunities to practice speaking English, and because some residences did not 
have access to internet.  
 
UIDN volunteers in Kingston and New Paltz have collaborated with those school districts to help 
immigrant children. In New Paltz, when Covid shut down the in-person Reading Together 
program, volunteers seamlessly transitioned to online sessions, going strong through the last 
school year and the summer months. The New Paltz district is now discussing a more formal 
partnership, which will streamline purchases of materials for UIDN tutors to use with their 
students and will hopefully move back to in-person tutoring.  
 
 If you would like to tutor in New Paltz, contact Jo Salas at josalas5566@gmail.com. 
 
In Kingston, the weekly after-school program that operated before Covid shifted to on-line 
tutoring. Now, Kingston City School District (KCSD) administrators are discussing a tutoring 
project to start this fall. Volunteers from UIDN will tutor English Language Learners (ELLs), 
building on past collaboration with the Kingston ENL (English as a New Language) teachers, 
administrators, and family outreach staff. Kingston teachers and staff will be the principal 
coordinators of the tutoring program, but UIDN will do a preliminary pre-screening of 
prospective tutors.  
 
It’s reasonable to expect that most tutors will experience both in-person and on-line work with 
the students. If tutors meet with students during or after school in school buildings or 
designated community-based sites, the District’s Covid safety requirements will apply. Tutors 
will have access to KCSD technical support to learn how to use TEAMS, KCSD’s program for 
working online with students. If you would like to tutor in Kingston, read on. 

mailto:josalas5566@gmail.com


• First step: contact Marjorie Leopold at marjorie.leopold@gmail.com and put “KCSD 
tutor” in the subject Line of your email to let her know of your interest. 
 

• Then, complete this volunteer form. 
 

• We will let you know where to send your application as soon as the KCSD/UIDN Tutoring 
program coordinator is appointed.  
 

• Applications will be reviewed and submitted to the Kingston Board of Education for 
approval as a volunteer tutor. (We hope most of our applications will be processed and 
approved at the October 6th school board meeting.)   
 

• Meanwhile, tutors will be asked their preferences with respect to age, grade level 
and/or specific subjects. Our ELL students usually need English language support, so 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening are almost always a part of tutoring sessions, 
whether we’re sharing a book chosen by a student or helping students with homework 
in math or other subjects. 
  

• Once approved by the Board of Education, tutors will be matched with a student. ENL 
teachers will preselect students and will check to make sure the students and their 
parents are interested in participating. The ENL teachers will also introduce the tutors to 
the students they will be working with and give tutors suggestions to make our 
relationships with students and tutoring sessions as helpful and rewarding as possible.  
  

So, it’s been a busy end-of-summer, and the pace will likely continue as September goes 

by. Great changes in the state and the nation have changed the context of our work. As 
volunteers and friends, we are less focused on holding off a hostile regime overtly aiming to 
disrupt the lives of our friends. As volunteers and friends, we are getting to know one another 
better at the weekly pantry, in our tutoring sessions with their children, in conversations about 
housing issues, while providing rides to needed services, or talking on the Helpline or meeting 
at the UIDN office.  
 
There is still a great need for immigrant defense. The hoped-for laws to grant documentation 
and a path to citizenship to so many are stalled in a congressional deadlock. But we will keep on 
working for equity and opportunity in our daily lives and local spaces – spaces where all of us 
need to feel welcome.  
 

Thanks for Reading… 
 

• Check our website for the latest on UIDN and back issues of the UPDATE. 

• Donate here to support our work 

• Volunteer here and be part of the work yourself. 

mailto:marjorie.leopold@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.kingstoncityschools.org//cms/lib/NY24000343/Centricity/Domain/52/Volunteer+forms_English.pdf
https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/
https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/get-involved/7349-2/
https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/get-involved/volunteer-2/

