
UIDN UPDATE   MAY 2021 
  

ERAP BEGINS! THE CHALLENGES OF EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE  
  

Two major government programs promise help to rent-challenged New Yorkers, including our 

immigrant friends. The first of these, Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) 

provides federal Covid recovery funds. It is administered in NY by the Office of Temporary and 

Disability Assistance, which is accepting applications as of June 1 and while funds last. Terms 

of eligibility and application requirements can be found here. That site also provides checklists 

for tenants and landlords in English, Spanish, and other languages. 

  

Great News: There are no eligibility limitations related to immigration status. 
  

UIDN is working with Kingston's Dept. of Housing to plan walk-in clinics where immigrants can 

get answers to their questions about ERAP and begin the process of applying. Those who apply 

for rent assistance may also apply to have overdue utility bills paid. We will assist the county and 

Kingston city governments in notifying eligible families for about any these sessions and are 

looking for volunteers who are fluent in Spanish to help at walk-in assistance sites. 

 

Stay tuned for more information about the clinic, via email and on our website. 
 

A second major program to aid our friends, New York State’s Fund for Excluded Workers, 

remains a work in progress in Albany but is expected to announce its procedures any day now. It 

will be administered by the NYS Department of Labor. 

 

Like our friends, we have been waiting for these programs that can help prevent a massive wave 

of evictions when the state moratorium ends in August. Be on the lookout for further information 

from UIDN emails, on our website, and Facebook page. Meanwhile, we are not JUST waiting. 

The services of UIDN volunteers, donors, and funding agencies. 

 

FOOD AND SHELTER ARE STILL MAJOR PROBLEMS 
 

As the burdens of Covid on health and income begin to recede, the needs of our immigrant 

friends for food and household goods, for rent, and for utilities support are no longer rising 

steeply. Employment is increasing, but unpaid bills remain a threat. 

 
SHELTER: UIDN’s resources for rent and utilities support were severely stretched this winter, 

and we now must limit our own efforts while helping our friends seek ERAP support and 

continuing to refer them to Catholic Charities for financial assistance.  

 

Even with ERAP and Excluded Workers Funds, the looming possibility of massive evictions 

later this year remains. Many of our friends are already living in crowded apartments as the 

region faces a major housing shortage, increased gentrification, and rising rents. Half of all 

Ulster County residents are paying more than 30% of their income for housing – the federal 

government standard for affordability. Virtually all immigrants are in that category. We continue 

https://otda.ny.gov/programs/Emergency-Rental-Assistance/
http://www.ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Ulsteridn


to support the work of the Ulster County Coalition for Housing Justice, which is pressing to keep 

this problem before public officials, but there is no quick solution in view. 

 

UTILITIES: Access to utilities has been part of the shelter problem. This month we learned 

from the Ulster Economic Justice Coalition about the Parker Richardson Act of 2021. This new 

state law prohibits any utility company from cutting off service “until December 31, 2021, or the 

end of the New York state of emergency, whichever comes first.” 

 

FOOD AND HOUSEHOLD GOODS: Weekly outdoor distribution of food and household 

goods is continuing every Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m., Holy Cross/Santa Cruz Episcopal 

Church, 30 Pine Grove Ave., Kingston. A dedicated team of volunteers shows up two hours 

earlier to set up tents and tables and spread out the food and goods packets donated for the event. 

 

There are also free donated books for children and a few wheeled shopping carts for shoppers 

without cars who have a long walk home. Most shoppers come in small groups, often with 

children. Their numbers are down somewhat from the peak of 140 families served a few months 

ago, but the need remains strong, even on the last Wednesday in May, when the walk to Holy 

Cross was brutally hot and the session ended with a cloudburst just before 6 p.m. 

 

We are grateful for donations of in-kind goods including personal hygiene items, diapers, 

Enfamil infant formula, furniture, and other home goods, as well as shopping carts. Please 

contact Leslie, lilacless2@yahoo.com, for details. 

 

NEW INITIATIVES IN COMMUNITY HEALTH 

 

Access to health care in all its forms is a substantial challenge for our immigrant friends, whether 

because their incomes are generally limited, or because they are often disqualified from public 

sources of care, or because they are not familiar with the forms and access points for health care 

in the US. UIDN does not provide health care, but we do have opportunities to help connect our 

friends with the health care services they may need. This summer we are hoping to receive a 

grant that would allow us to establish a medical and legal aid fund. 

 

As vaccination against Covid has reached half the population of Ulster County, UIDN has 

sponsored two Department of Public Health-authorized “pop-up clinics” that provided free 

vaccination without any complicating paperwork. The most recent clinic -- for ages 12 and up -- 

was May 29 at Holy Cross/Santa Cruz Episcopal Church. 

 

A more ambitious effort to define and address health needs has led to a developing collaboration 

with the highly regarded Institute for Family Health. IFH has clinics and other services 

throughout the region including Ellenville, Kingston, New Paltz, Port Ewen, and Hyde Park. Its 

longtime mission is to make full access to physical and behavioral health services available to 

otherwise neglected populations. Representatives of the Institute have been at some Wednesday 

food pantries offering blood pressure testing and advice. 

 

TRANSPORTATION TO APPOINTMENTS 
 

https://ucchj.squarespace.com/
mailto:lilacless2@yahoo.com
https://institute.org/


Asylum seekers are obliged to check-in with ICE in the Bronx and to attend immigration court 

hearings at Federal Plaza in Manhattan from time to time. During Covid, these sessions were 

postponed repeatedly. Now they are scheduled to resume on July 6. Attendance is crucial to 

sustaining a case for asylum. We have provided 50 trips each month to and from these sites for 

immigrants who lack other affordable means. 

 

We also continue to provide transportation to friends with medical or legal appointments in 

Albany, Poughkeepsie, or White Plains. Volunteers make these trips about three times a week. 

 

Volunteers are needed to drive their own cars to such appointments. Round trips to New York 

City may take a full day, and the volunteer is free while their passenger is at their appointment. 

Upstate trips are shorter. To volunteer or get more information, please contact Sara Henderson, 

Sara@sarahenderson.com. 

 

We are also helping our friends to qualify for NYS driver’s licenses. We have completed work 

on a five-session, non-interactive, Spanish-language webinar series will launch soon on 

YouTube and the UIDN and Worker Justice Center websites. 

 

SCHOOLS ARE RECOVERING FROM COVID 

 

As Ulster County public schools steadily increase students’ time in school, we await the chance 

to resume in-person after-school tutoring projects at elementary schools in Kingston and New 

Paltz. There also may be opportunities to work with groups of children in summer school 

projects. Meanwhile, UIDN volunteers continue to tutor school children one-on-one online. 

 

Educational losses were steep this past year owing to Covid. The coming year will be a key time 

to supplement the schools’ efforts with students who are English language learners. 

 

ONE MORE WORD, ABOUT VOLUNTEERS 
 

When we talk with foundations who help fund UIDN, they are always amazed at how much is 

accomplished by volunteers month after month. Some volunteers show up for a particular 

project, like the six Vassar student interns who put in four hours a week for the semester, 

working on multiple assignments. Others take on longer term tasks, such as the weekly food 

program, staffing the bilingual helpline, providing rides, or tutoring students. If you enjoy 

coordinating projects or leading teams, we need that help too. 

 

All of us in this work depend on each other. We gladly give thanks for each other’s 

contributions, and welcome new or returning volunteers to join this community of concern. 

You can review volunteer opportunities on our website. To discuss possible roles, please contact 

Helaine Meisler, helainemeisler@yahoo.com. 

 

Thanks for Reading! 
 

For more information, visit our website and follow us on Facebook. Donations are welcome and 

they go right to work. Donate here. 
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