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It’s really Spring!  Flowers are up, trees have leafed out, and the lawn needs mowing.  When 
the UIDN project leaders held our monthly meeting, we took some therapeutic time to just 
notice the upstate world in bloom.  It was a difficult winter – and not just because of the 
weather – but now the economy is opening up, vaccinations are spreading, and a new national 
administration and a New York legislature have each proposed big steps to meet the challenges 
of our time. 
 
For now, however, our immigrant friends in Ulster County confront a continuing array of 
challenges.  Jobs will be coming back, with the change of seasons, expanded access to 
vaccinations, and the retreat of COVID.  But unpaid rents are an ongoing threat, even as Albany 
debates whether to extend eviction moratoriums. (As of May 1, the moratorium has been 
extended to August 31. Learn more here.) 
 
Food insecurity is still a problem along with access to health care for many.  Children in 
immigrant families, who were advancing rapidly in past years in public school, have been set 
back, like their non-immigrant classmates, by remote learning; however, they also lost valuable 
opportunities to expand their mastery of English. 
 
Please use the resources on UIDN’s website (in English and Spanish) to help your friends and 
neighbors access food, healthcare, and enrichment programs for kids. 
 
So UIDN volunteers (and we are all volunteers) have kept busy in April, and we will need to be 
busier in May.  Here is how: 
 
HELPLINE and CASE MANAGEMENT  Last month, we reported a shortage of bilingual volunteers 
to take calls on our Helpline, which is the most immediate way for our friends in need of help to 
reach out to us.  Today we can report four new HELPLINE volunteers…THANK YOU! 
 
When extended help is needed, our Case Management team responds or refers callers to the 
most appropriate point of help.  Recently we have been assisting parents with school 
registration.  Health issues are another focus: we help find doctors, fill out financial assistance 
and health forms, and set up appointments -- medical, dental, laboratory.  And, most recently, 
we helped a reunited family get settled in new housing with donated furnishings. 
 
HEALTH CARE COMMITTEE Taking care of family health needs is not easy without insurance or 
awareness of wider community resources.  We have joined with the Institute for Family Health 
to reach out actively to serve our immigrant friends’ unmet needs.  We will host a health care 
table, with information and opportunities to access care, one Wednesday a month at our food 
distribution event.  There will always be at least one health care practitioner at the table.  In 
April, we focused on questions related to Covid and vaccination.  A number of folks signed up 
for the vaccine, and others registered with the Institute to access primary health care.  In May, 
the focus will be on blood pressure testing and counseling, as well as on Covid. 

https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/resources/tenantsrghts/
https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/resources/food/
https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/resources/health-care/
https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/resources/education/pandemic-childcare-learning/


In addition, we partnered with Ulster County to sponsor a Pop-Up Vaccine Clinic on May 1 at 
Holy Cross Santa Cruz Episcopal Church. 
 
HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT  Our weekly Wednesday food distribution has been a mainstay for 
families sharing living space, struggling to meet rent and utilities costs, or simply laid off in the 
deepest jobs’ depression in nearly a century.  Individual donors and major regional foundations 
have provided funds, food, and household goods. At the peak time of need in mid-winter, we 
served over 150 families each week. Even at the end of April, we still had 90 families shopping. 
 
Through winter and early spring, we pre-packaged food for participating families to help 
maintain social distancing in cold weather.  During the coming months Wednesday food 
distribution at Holy Cross Santa Cruz Episcopal Church, participants will again be able to select 
among available items.  And, on rainy Wednesdays, we hope to shelter tables under tents. 
NOTE: We need a few more 8x10 tents. If you have a tent to lend or give, please contact Leslie 
at lilacless2@yahoo.com. Also needed: personal hygiene items, diapers, Enfamil Infant Formula, 
furniture, and other home goods, including shopping carts. 
 
The Wednesday food events will soon have an added feature:  the UIDN TAKEOUT PROJECT -- a 
new way to help our immigrant friends who are experiencing food insecurity.  Individuals and 
businesses can purchase (online or at stores) gift cards from cooperating local restaurants and 
food shops.  We then distribute these gift cards to those in need, which helps them as well as 
the merchants who participate.  You can learn more here. 
 
RENT AND UTILITIES  We continue to help families struggling with these costs.  While warmer 
weather has somewhat reduced utility expenses, some still owe money on past bills. and we 
have had to set ceilings on the amount of rent aid we can supply directly. But we also continue 
to help by referring friends to Catholic Charities – 11 such referrals were made in April. 
 
Meanwhile, a state government moratorium on evictions for non-payment of rent had been 
scheduled to end on May 1.  (As of early May, the moratorium has been extended to August 
31.  That doesn’t really solve anything, but maybe it leaves time for a real solution to emerge. 
 

BUT WHAT ABOUT ALL THOSE FEDERAL AND STATE ‘RESCUE’ AND ‘STIMULUS’ FUNDS? 
 
It’s been wonderful to read about the trillions Congress and the NY legislature voted for Covid 
relief and to get the economy going again.  We’ve been following the news closely to see how 
all of this will help our friends.  Some of the news is promising, but so far only promising.  One 
big disappointment was Congress’s failure in March to include most undocumented workers in 
the stimulus payments, even though these workers too have lost employment, many in areas of 
labor that the government called “essential” just a few months ago. 
 
Thankfully, the NY legislature, in April, heeded the call of the FEW (Fund for Excluded Workers) 
Coalition to fund excluded workers in New York state.  UIDN is proud to have been a part of 
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https://click.everyaction.com/k/28654448/283915465/1647259627?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc5NjE1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjc2N2ViZTIzLWZmYWMtZWIxMS04NWFhLTAwNTBmMjM3YWJlZiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZGViaWR1a2UyMkBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=vY1lcj1P1VsCsWTk0OHbUM2UhoQl73e6ZhZSjizrjy8=&emci=30952872-59ac-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&emdi=767ebe23-ffac-eb11-85aa-0050f237abef&ceid=4005865


that coalition.  The legislation provides for retroactive payments to our friends who lost 
employment to partially offset the federal neglect during the pandemic up to April 1, 2021. 
 
But so far, no one can “show us the money.” A minority of immigrants, with social security 
numbers or individual tax identification numbers (ITINs), can benefit from a tax credit if they 
did not already get a stimulus check from the US government, as well as other child credits. 
Non-citizen parents with US-born children can also claim a tax credit for each child, under the 
Biden ARP legislation. But these benefits are likely to reach only a few in Ulster County. 
 
A more likely form of help from ARP is emergency rental assistance to help wipe out 
accumulated debt.  However, these funds for housing support are being sent to state 
governments for distribution. Thus far, we have not heard how New York expects to proceed.  
And, during these past years, we’ve learned the painful lesson that immigrants can too easily be 
left out, if the state’s rules for documenting rental debt are too rigid. 
 
The Fund Excluded Workers state initiative was created with a clear intent to avoid such 
problems in a state stimulus payment.  Administration of the law is in the hands of Governor 
Cuomo and the NYS Department of Labor.  They have not yet announced how they will abide by 
the new law’s intent to avoid unrealistic requirements for documenting eligibility. 
 
We are continuing to monitor how the state executive agencies implement ARP and FEW 
financial aid to people who badly need it.  Several Vassar interns are working with us for this 
purpose. Even if the financial stresses of COVID were fully canceled, however, our friends still 
have other needs that preceded the pandemic… 

 

WHAT OTHER HELP DO ULSTER IMMIGRANTS NEED? 
 
A path to citizenship is most important, and long overdue.  Mr. Biden proposed such a path on 
his first day in office; however, the realities of the filibuster and Congressional deadlock make 
that unlikely in the near future. 
 
At UIDN, we concentrate on what we can do, right now. For example: 
 
Last year’s GREEN LIGHT campaign re-established the legal opportunity for immigrants to get 
NYS driver’s licenses.  To help our friends navigate the Department of Motor Vehicle’s 
application and testing process, UIDN volunteers created a multi-session, non-interactive, 
Spanish-language webinar series, which is now in its final stages of production. 
 
Our COMMUNITY EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY team continues to work with the statewide 
Fund Excluded Workers campaign to ensure the new law is fully implemented.  And, along with 
other local groups, we are co-sponsoring a march to support the John Lewis voting rights bill. 
 
We invite you to attend our May 8, BIKE BAZAAR, at Holy Cross Santa Cruz Episcopal Church, 30 
Pine Grove Avenue \ in Kingston.  Volunteers will accept donations of gently used bikes to tune-

https://ulsterimmigrantdefensenetwork.org/what-we-do/events-training/


up/repair and distribute to our immigrant friends who lack other means of local transportation 
for themselves and their children. any new/used bikes and shopping carts, many more of our 
friends are in need. 
 
We also provide TRANSPORTATION & ACCOMPANIMENT for our friends who need help to 
reach distant medical appointments, and federal immigration courts and ICE check-ins, which 
are scheduled to resume by June.  When this happens, we will be ready to help our friends get 
to these appointments on time, as we were doing over a year ago. 
 
In Kingston and in New Paltz, our SCHOOLS OUTREACH COMMITTEE has volunteer tutors 
working, mostly remotely, with Latinx children through the local schools. UIDN volunteers have 
also been helping the school administrations to include Latinx parents in their community 
advisory boards.  We expect increased need for tutoring as public education recovers from two 
painful school years.  More on this in coming months. 
 
HOUSING JUSTICE is more than a matter of emergency rent assistance.  We support the Ulster 
County Coalition for Housing Justice (UCCHJ), because the shortage of affordable housing for 
low-income people is now an urgent problem affecting most of our immigrant friends in Ulster 
County. We need public policies that prevent displacement of low-income tenants and that 
promote construction of permanently affordable housing for people of truly limited means. 
(Learn more here.) 
 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD (CAB) In April we convened an outstanding group of local 
leaders and activists.  The goal of the CAB is to help UIDN stay focused on the most pressing 
and attainable needs of the community in an ever-changing environment.  We will soon 
introduce the members soon on our website and in the UPDATE.  They are eager to get to work. 
At their first meeting, when we asked them to meet quarterly, they proposed to meet monthly. 
 
In its brief format, UIDN’s UPDATE Newsletter cannot do justice to the amazing and ongoing 
efforts of our volunteers and the consistent support of our donors and grantors. Our WEBSITE 
is regularly updated with information on coming events and community resources that can help 
our immigrant friends. We’re also on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Thanks for reading… and, for those who have donated time, talent, money, and much-needed 
in-kind donations, thanks for making UIDN’s work possible. 
 
We need VOLUNTEERS. Please come yourself and/or recruit a friend. Fill out an application here 
or contact our volunteer coordinator, helainemeisler@yahoo.com. 
 
You can make a tax-deductible DONATION here. 

Ulster Immigrant Defense Network 
30 Pine Grove Avenue 

Kingston, NY 12401 
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